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Hotel Bayerischer Hof

MUNICH OFFERS LOTS OF TOURIST ATTRACTIONS. YOU CAN EVEN SPEND THE NIGHT IN THIS ONE.
Since 1841, the privately managed, award-winning Hotel Bayerischer Hof is valued internationally for its elegant atmosphere and the amiable, highly personal service. Here, the highest levels of luxury come as standards 
with its stylish 337 rooms, including 74 suites, set in the heart of Munich, within walking distance of the renowned museums, art galleries and the Opera, as well as of the finest shopping areas. The hotel offers a choice 
of five restaurants (Gourmet, Mediterranean, Polynesian, Bavarian and Spa Cuisine), among them the restaurants Atelier (3 Michelin stars) and Garden, restyled by Axel Vervoordt, the famous Belgian interior designer. 
Guests have a choice of 40 function rooms with a capacity of 10 up to 2.500 persons, six bars and the Night Club with live Jazz. French architect Andrée Putman designed the Blue Spa, the wellness area on four floors, 
with a panoramic rooftop terrace. You will also find a 38-seat luxury cinema, the astor@Cinema Lounge (Axel Vervoordt, 2011), which can be rented as a screening room. Axel Vervoordt also designed the multipurpose 
function room Palaishalle in 2016 and since 2018 we are very pleased to present  the „South and North wing“ - with 28 rooms and the luxurious 350-square metre Penthouse Garden Suite. In the year 2019, 47 years 
after its grand opening, our Palais Keller experiences its renewal. With a sensitivity for historic building structures as, well as his intuitiveness for form, colors and materials, the Belgian interior designer, Axel Vervoodt, 
created energy and new dimensions, to serve traditional Bavarian cuisine in a venue of peacefulness and simplicity. We are very proud and delighted to welcome the MSC guests since 1963 and wish the very
best for this important conference this year.
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Divorce settlement
Brexit is a challenge shared by the UK, the EU and the US

Global leaders congregat-
ing at the annual Munich 
Security Conference this 

year must wrestle with a multi-
tude of crises. The coronavirus 
pandemic is imperiling people in 
every region of the world and may 
threaten global economic growth 
and stability. The Middle East 
has been upended by an uneasy 
US-Iran truce after the attack on 
Qassim Soleimani. US President 
Donald Trump’s ill-advised Middle 
East Peace Plan has exacerbated 
tensions, and fierce fighting in 
Libya, Syria and Yemen continues. 
Europe is wrestling with divisions 
over 5G, how to handle Russian 
troublemaking and the fact that 
China is suddenly at its doorstep 
seeking expanded influence on the 
continent. 

Add Brexit to the list of Munich 
challenges that have made the 
first six weeks of 2020 unusually 
destabilizing and worrisome. While 
some see Brexit as yesterday’s story 
after the United Kingdom’s formal 
exit from the European Union on 
Jan. 31, its reverberations will be felt 
for months and years to come in an 
unsteady Atlantic Alliance.

Brexit’s most troubling impact 
will of course be felt by the people 
of the UK. While Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson can take credit for 
engineering a surprisingly swift 
resolution to Britain’s tortuous 
three-and-a-half-year debate, there 
are rocky waters ahead.

The UK has just 11 months to 
negotiate the formal terms of its 
divorce from Europe in 2020. 
These negotiations will test the 
ingenuity, patience and energy of 
both London and Brussels. 

After nearly a half century as a 
member of the EU, Johnson must 
now disentangle the EU’s regula-
tory tentacles from the British 
market, initiate formal trade agree-
ments with the EU, the US and 
dozens of other countries, rethink 
the country’s entire global net-
work of political and commercial 
partnerships and decide how close 
to stay to the EU on issues rang-
ing from the faltering Iran nuclear 
deal to climate change. He will also 
need to construct a renewed special 
relationship with a US led by the 
erratic and unpredictable President 
Trump. 

Brexit’s most profound impact 
will be on the former global super-
power assembled in the 1707 Act 

of Union – the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland. No country has played 
a more vital, continuous and, at 
times, dominant role across the 
world during the last three cen-
turies. It now faces a possible frac-
turing and even dissolution over 
the next decade or two. The Scot-
tish National Party is actively con-
templating the advantages and dis-
advantages of seceding from the 
UK to join a European Union, a 
popular notion among Scotland’s 
five million inhabitants.

And could Brexit ultimately lead 
to the unification of Ireland with 
its capital in Catholic Dublin? 
Who would have dared predict 
such an outcome even five years 
ago? Very few of us in the sprawl-
ing Irish diaspora in North Amer-
ica and Australia ever dreamed 
that the land of our ancestors (in 
my case paternal grandparents) 
would ever see Britain’s 700-year 
domination of the Catholic popu-
lation abated. But such is the seis-
mic impact of Brexit and its long 
reach across the Irish Sea. Given 
the fact that Northern Ireland will 
remain in the EU Customs Union 

at a time when demographics also 
favor the Catholic population 
there, the previously powerful 
Protestants may slowly melt into 
the embrace of the more prosper-
ous south over the next decade 
or two. 

Beyond the UK, not enough 
has been made of the damaging 
impact Brexit will have on the 
European Union itself. Think of it 
this way: On Jan. 31, the EU lost its 
second largest economy, its stron-
gest and most deployable military 
and its most globally oriented and 
sophisticated member state. Over 
the past five decades, successive 
British governments have acted to 
temper French statism, align at key 
moments with German chancel-
lors from Willy Brandt to Angela 
Merkel and speak for many EU 
countries – such as the Nether-
lands, Denmark and Poland – to 
ensure the EU maintained close 
ties with the US across the Atlan-
tic.

Since the Cold War’s end, the 
UK has been a dependable bridge 
to new EU and NATO members 
in Eastern Europe. It has been a 
strong and steady voice in argu-

ing for stiff sanctions against a 
recalcitrant and avaricious Putin. 
The UK will be missed in Brussels, 
especially at a time when France 
and Germany are divided strategi-
cally on pivotal issues concerning 
Europe’s future.

American leaders in both the 
Trump and Obama administra-
tions have watched the Brexit 
debate play out in the UK with a 
degree of detachment. They are 
in for a rude awakening.

In many ways, the UK is still 
America’s most trusted friend 
and ally. One underreported 
aspect of our alliance has been 
the decades-long middleman role 
played by British governments as 
an interpreter of sorts between 
Washington and Brussels. When 
I was Under Secretary of State, 
more than once I asked my Brit-
ish counterparts in the Foreign 
Office, whom I trusted com-
pletely, to pass messages to and 
intercede with my counterparts 
in Paris and Berlin during the 
occasional tempests we experi-
enced across the Atlantic. 

Since the 1970s, British Prime 
Ministers have played a unique 

backroom role in translating dis-
tant and often difficult-to-read 
Americans to European lead-
ers on the continent and then 
translating French Gaullists and 
German Social Democrats back 
to Washington. 

The UK’s voice and weight will 
also be missed in Brussels at a 
time when Europe is experienc-
ing a moment of self-doubt, as 
Putin and Xi seek greater influ-
ence in the East Mediterranean 
and Balkans and anti-democratic 
populists across the continent 
challenge the status quo and the 
ideals of the EU itself. 

Looking ahead, perhaps the 
most we can hope for is a period 
of national rest, recuperation 
and reflection for the exhausted 
British. They might then be in a 
better position to recover from 
the economic, political and social 
dislocation that is likely to follow 
their divorce from Europe.

With steady leadership in 
Downing Street, the UK could 
refashion itself as a close friend 
and trading partner of the EU, 
a strengthened and reconfirmed 
NATO ally, and a committed 

global leader of its vast and often 
underestimated Commonwealth. 

A revived UK will be critical in 
helping the democratic West to 
meet its greatest test in the coming 
decades – to sustain and promote 
democracy, the rule of law and an 
open internet in the trans-Atlan-
tic world and beyond. That is the 
challenge China and Russia, as well 
as lesser authoritarians in Turkey, 
Hungary and countries at Europe’s 
populist fringe, pose to what made 
the UK, the US and Europe forces 
for good during the last half cen-
tury. 

Brexit has opened up a Pando-
ra’s box of challenges for the UK, 
Europe and the US. They must 
recognize what’s at stake and act 
together to defend the principles 
and policies at the heart of our 
democracies. 

Brexit, stage left: Staff members permanently remove the Union Jack from the Council of the European Union in Brussels on Jan. 31, 2020.
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